[Echocardiography examinations in children suffering from cutaneous forms of scleroderma].
In 34 children suffering from so called cutaneous forms of scleroderma and in 30 healthy subjects echocardiographic cardiac assessment as well as doppler analysis of mitral valve function was performed. It was found that sclerodermic children suffered more frequently from cardiac valves regurgitation (especially insufficiency of mitral valve). However, these insufficiencies were usually negligible or corresponding to Io. Other changes detected in these children were as follows: significantly higher values of left ventricle shortening fraction, increased left ventricle mass index, and changes of mitral flow which may reflect impaired diasystolic function of left ventricle and, perhaps, impaired left atrium contraction. It is suggested that such changes could be corresponding to the beginning of cardiomyopathy.